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EX SF Human Rights Leader
Faces 31 Ethics Violations,

Including Gifts for Contracts

Ethics
Spotlight

The holiday season brings joy—and gifts! Here is
what you need to know to stay compliant with our
Ethics Rules.

Key Guidelines to Remember: 
Greeting cards and reasonable gifts between
immediate family members do not need to be
reported
Small gifts, (like mugs or t-shirts) are generally
acceptable, though you may decline to avoid any
appearance of impropriety
Gifts over $250 are considered lavish and are not
allowed
Gifts from contractors, subcontractors, or
potential contractors are strictly prohibited and
must be returned
All non-exempt gifts, donations, and
contributions must be reported

As we enjoy the holiday season, lets commit to
upholding the highest ethical standards. If you have
questions about gifts or reporting please contact our
office for guidance.



Ethics Questions

(828) 359-7030

oia@ebci-nsn.gov

oia.ebci-nsn.gov

Hotline

(800) 455-9014

ebci.alertline.com

REMINDERS
Due January 15 

Q1 Gift Report

Avoid gifts with “invisible”
price tags or uncertain value

Stick to nominal or
inexpensive items when
exchanging gifts 

ETHICS IN THE NEWS

 ETHICS SPOTLIGHT

Conflicts of Interest & Gifts 

Conflicts of interest and gift giving often
go hand in hand, as even small gifts can
influence—or appear to influence—your
judgment. 

Transparency through proper reporting is
essential for maintaining public trust.

San Francisco’s former Human Rights Commission head,
Sheryl Davis, faces 31 ethics violations for allegedly
accepting nearly $40,000 in gifts from nonprofits that
received large contracts from the agency she led. The
gifts included flight upgrades, vacation rentals, support
for personal business ventures, and a portrait of herself,
creating significant conflicts of interest.

Investigators also found Davis approved grants totaling
over $1 million to organizations from which she received
gifts and misused city funds for a personal podcast and
payments to organizations with undisclosed personal
connections. The Ethics Commission may impose fines
or hold a formal hearing, underscoring ongoing concerns
about transparency and ethical compliance in city
governance.

EX SF Human Rights Leader Faces 31 Ethics
Violations, Including Gifts for Contracts

KQED NEWS

“The excellence of a

gift lies in its

appropriateness rather

than in its value.”

— Charles Dudley

Warner

When in doubt - ask,
disclose, or decline

Keep these tips in mind this holiday
season to stay compliant and uphold
ethical standards:   

https://www.kqed.org/news/12063332/former-sf-human-rights-leader-faces-31-ethics-violations-including-gifts-for-contracts

