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A s  t h e  h o l i d a y  s e a s o n  r a m p s  u p ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o
r e v i s i t  t h e  g i f t  p o l i c y  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  E t h i c s  R u l e s  o f
P r o c e d u r e  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n s  i n  t h e  C h e r o k e e
C o d e .  

T h e  s e a s o n  o f  g o o d w i l l  b r i n g s  w i t h  i t  t h e  g i v i n g  a n d
r e c e i v i n g  o f  g r e e t i n g  c a r d s  a n d  p r e s e n t s .  T h e  E t h i c s
R u l e s  o f  P r o c e d u r e  p e r m i t s  T r i b a l  o f f i c i a l s  t o  e x c h a n g e
g r e e t i n g  c a r d s  w i t h o u t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t i n g .
S i m i l a r l y ,  g i f t s  g i v e n  t o  o r  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  i m m e d i a t e
f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  t y p i c a l l y  a r e  a l s o  e x e m p t  f r o m
r e p o r t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  

W h e n  t h e  g i f t  r e p o r t  d e a d l i n e  a p p r o a c h e s ,  y o u  m i g h t
f i n d  y o u r s e l f  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n  “ W a s  i t  a  g i f t ? ” .  I n
s i m p l e  t e r m s ,  i f  i t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  o f  e c o n o m i c  v a l u e ,  f o r
w h i c h  t h e  v a l u e  w a s  n o t  p a i d  f o r ,  t h e  i t e m  w a s  n o t
a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  t e r m s ,  a n d  a  g i f t
e x c e p t i o n  d o e s  n o t  a p p l y ,  i t  i s  a  g i f t .  A n y  g i f t  y o u  g i v e
o r  r e c e i v e  t h a t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  e x e m p t e d  m u s t  b e
r e p o r t e d .  

Y o u  m u s t  a l s o  k e e p  i n  m i n d  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  g i f t  a n d
t h e  r e a s o n  o r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  w h y  i t  w a s  g i v e n  o r
r e c e i v e d .  I t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  T r i b a l  O f f i c i a l s  t o  a d h e r e
t o  t h e  g i f t  p o l i c y  a n d  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n s  i n  t h e  C h e r o k e e
C o d e .  A n y  g i f t s  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  t h a t  a r e  n o t
a l l o w e d  s h o u l d  b e  p r o m p t l y  r e t u r n e d  o r  a p p r o p r i a t e l y
d i s p o s e d  o f .  

A s  a l w a y s ,  i f  t h e r e  a r e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  o r  u n c e r t a i n t i e s
r e g a r d i n g  g i f t s ,  T r i b a l  O f f i c i a l s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  r e f e r
t o  t h e  E t h i c s  R u l e s  o f  P r o c e d u r e .  E t h i c s  S t a f f  a r e  a l s o
a v a i l a b l e  t o  a n s w e r  a n y  q u e s t i o n s .
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REMINDERS

"He who has not
Christmas in his
heart will never
find it under a

tree."  

-Roy L. Smith

The Los Angeles Ethics Commission announced on Monday, Oct. 2, that there was “probable
cause” to believe that Lee, in 2016 and 2017 as chief of staff to then-City Councilmember
Mitchell Englander, accepted gifts far in excess of the gift limit for city officials, failed to
report the gifts, misused his position, and aided and abetted Englander’s misuse of his own
position.

The probable cause finding by Ethics Commission staff doesn’t necessarily mean that Lee
violated the law. That will be determined at a future hearing of the Ethics Commission board.
Lee denies wrongdoing and has pledged to “vigorously fight these baseless accusations.”
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Due January 16
ETHICS ALLEGATIONS AGAINST LA
COUNCILMEMBER JOHN LEE STIR

RESIDENTS IN VALLEY Q 1  G i f t  R e p o r t

Los Angeles Daily News

The day after Los Angeles City Councilmember
John Lee was accused this week of violating city
ethics laws for not reporting gifts he allegedly got
from a developer while he was a city employee,
his city council colleagues were largely silent
while some residents in his council district said
they were not surprised by the accusations.
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