
 
 

To Promote Ethical Awareness, the Office Of Internal Audit & Ethics sends out a quarterly
newsletter. In this edition, we highlight Ethical Decision-Making.

SPRING 
REMINDERS

T H E  P R O C E S S  O F  M A K I N G  E T H I C A L  D E C I S I O N S  R E Q U I R E S :
 
 

C o m m i t m e n t :  T h e  d e s i r e  t o  d o  t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  c o s t
C o n s c i o u s n e s s :  T h e  a w a r e n e s s  t o  a c t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  a n d  a p p l y  m o r a l  c o n v i c t i o n s  t o  d a i l y  b e h a v i o r
C o m p e t e n c y :  T h e  a b i l i t y  t o  c o l l e c t  a n d  e v a l u a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  d e v e l o p  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  a n d  f o r e s e e

p o t e n t i a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  a n d  r i s k s  

ETHICAL DECISION-MAKING

ETHICS CENTRAL
Office Of Internal Audit and Ethics 
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APRIL 15
Q2 Gift Reports Due

ASK AN ETHIC'S OFFICER

T h e  k e y  t o  m a k i n g  e f f e c t i v e  d e c i s i o n s  i s  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  c h o i c e s  i n
t e r m s  o f  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  o u r  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  g o a l s .
T h i s  m e a n s  w e  h a v e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n
i m m e d i a t e  a n d  s h o r t - t e r m  g o a l s  a n d  l o n g e r - r a n g e  g o a l s .

I N F O R M A T I O N  O B T A I N E D  F R O M  U C  S A N  D I E G O

What happens if I fail to submit a Gift Report?

Code  o f  E th i c s  V io l a t i ons  a re  t r ea ted  as  a

m i sdemeano r  and  a re  pun i shab le  by  a  f i ne  o f  

no  more  t han  $5 ,000  and /o r  12  months  con f i nemen t

F i r s t  f a i l u r e  t o  r e p o r t  i s  a  w r i t t e n  r e p r i m a n d
 
 
 

S e c o n d  f a i l u r e  t o  r e p o r t  i s  a  $ 5 0 . 0 0  f i n e
T h i r d  f a i l u r e  t o  r e p o r t  i s  a  $ 1 0 0 . 0 0  f i n e

O n g o i n g  f a i l u r e  t o  r e p o r t  w i l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  
 a  C o d e  o f  E t h i c s  V i o l a t i o n

E f f e c t i v e  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  e f f e c t i v e  i f  t h e y  a c c o m p l i s h  w h a t  w e  w a n t  a c c o m p l i s h e d  a n d  i f  t h e y
a d v a n c e  o u r  p u r p o s e s .  A  c h o i c e  t h a t  p r o d u c e s  u n i n t e n d e d  a n d  u n d e s i r a b l e  r e s u l t s  i s  i n e f f e c t i v e .

G o o d  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  b o t h  E t h i c a l  a n d  E f f e c t i v e :
E t h i c a l  d e c i s i o n s  g e n e r a t e  a n d  s u s t a i n  t r u s t ;  d e m o n s t r a t e  r e s p e c t ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  f a i r n e s s  a n d

c a r i n g ;  a n d  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  g o o d  c i t i z e n s h i p .  T h e s e  b e h a v i o r s  p r o v i d e  a  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r
m a k i n g  b e t t e r  d e c i s i o n s  b y  s e t t i n g  t h e  g r o u n d  r u l e s  f o r  o u r  b e h a v i o r .

E t h i c a l  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  e v a l u a t i n g  a n d  c h o o s i n g  a m o n g  a l t e r n a t i v e s  i n  a
m a n n e r  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  e t h i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s .  I n  m a k i n g  e t h i c a l  d e c i s i o n s ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p e r c e i v e

a n d  e l i m i n a t e  u n e t h i c a l  o p t i o n s  a n d  s e l e c t  t h e  b e s t  e t h i c a l  a l t e r n a t i v e .

Ethical Fading
Training

MARCH 23

https://blink.ucsd.edu/finance/accountability/ethics-awareness.html#Process


ETHICS IN THE NEWS

6 KEY ETHICAL VALUES
T r u s t w o r t h i n e s s

D o  w h a t  y o u  s a y  y o u ' l l  d o
A c t  w i t h  h o n e s t y  a n d

i n t e g r i t y

C a r i n g
S h o w  y o u  c a r e

E x p r e s s  g r a t i t u d e  a n d  b e
c o m p a s s i o n a t e

R e s p o n s i b i l i t y
D o  w h a t  y o u  a r e  s u p p o s e d  t o  d o
T h i n k  b e f o r e  a c t i n g  a n d  b e

a c c o u n t a b l e  f o r  y o u r  a c t i o n s

C i t i z e n s h i p
D o  y o u r  s h a r e

O b e y  t h e  l a w ,  a n d
c o o p e r a t e

Ethics Questions?
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R e s p e c t
T r e a t  o t h e r s  b e t t e r  t h a n

t h e y  t r e a t  y o u
B e  o p e n  a n d  t o l e r a n t  o f

d i f f e r e n c e s

F a i r n e s s
P l a y  b y  t h e  r u l e s

B e  o p e n - m i n d e d ,  l i s t e n
t o  o t h e r s  a n d  r e m a i n

i m p a r t i a l

Ethics Spotlight

Across

Down

3 .  Unde r  t he  Code  o f  E th i c s  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ f am i l y  i s  de f i ned  

     as  spouse ,  pa ren t ,  ch i ld ,  bro the r ,  o r  s i s t e r

4 .To  r epo r t  f r aud ,  was te ,  abuse ,  o r  co r rup t i on ,  I  can  ca l l

    t he  _ _ _ _ _ _ _  t o  r epo r t  anonymous l y

5 .  F i r s t  name  o f  t he  E th i c s  Spec i a l i s t

1 .  I  mus t  submi t  an  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  &    

   Di sc losu re  S ta temen t  annua l l y

2 .  I  mus t  submi t  a  _ _ _ _  Repo r t  qua r t e r l y

Experts  Quest i on  Eth i cs  of  Gov .  M i ke  DeW ine ' s  S on  S i tt i ng  on  Oh i o  Supreme  Court
Dur i ng  State  Red i str i ct i ng  Case

" O h i o  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  J u s t i c e  P a t  D e W i n e  h a s  s a i d  h e  w i l l  n o t  r e c u s e  h i m s e l f  f r o m  a
c a s e  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  c o m m i s s i o n  h i s  f a t h e r  i s  p a r t  o f .

Supreme Court Justice Pat Dewine

P a t  D e W i n e  h a s  s a i d  h e  d o e s n ’ t  h a v e  a  c o n f l i c t  s i t t i n g  i n  j u d g m e n t  o f  a  c a s e  
i n v o l v i n g  a  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  c o m m i s s i o n  o n  w h i c h  h i s  f a t h e r  s i t s .  T h a t ’ s  b e c a u s e  t h e
f a t h e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  s o n ,  i s  a c t i n g  i n  o n l y  a n  o f f i c i a l  c a p a c i t y .  

I t ’ s  a  c l a i m  t h a t  s o m e  e t h i c s  e x p e r t s  h a v e  b l u n t l y  r e j e c t e d .  

T h e  c l a i m  s e e m e d  t o  t a k e  a  d i r e c t  h i t  l a s t  w e e k  w h e n  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  J u s t i c e  M a u r e e n  O ’ C o n n o r  o r d e r e d  
D e W i n e ’ s  f a t h e r ,  G o v .  M i k e  D e W i n e ,  a n d  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  o n  t h e  O h i o  R e d i s t r i c t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n  t o  e x p l a i n  w h y  t h e y
s h o u l d n ’ t  e a c h  b e  h e l d  i n  c o n t e m p t  o f  c o u r t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  i n a c t i o n  i n  t h e  c a s e .  I t  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  a  s t a r k
i l l u s t r a t i o n  t h a t  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h a t  h i s  s o n  c l a i m e d ,  t h e  g o v e r n o r  h a d  i n d i v i d u a l  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  b y  w h i c h
O h i o ’ s  l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s  a r e  c a r v e d  u p .

T o  j u s t i f y  h i s  i n s i s t e n c e  o n  j u d g i n g  t h e  c a s e ,  P a t  D e W i n e  c l a i m e d  t h a t  h i s  f a t h e r  w a s  a c t i n g  i n  h i s  o f f i c i a l  —  a s
o p p o s e d  t o  p e r s o n a l  —  c a p a c i t y  a n d  t h a t  M i k e  D e W i n e  s t o o d  t o  g a i n  n o t h i n g  f r o m  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h e  m a p -
d r a w i n g  e x e r c i s e . "

To read the full article visit: City Beat

https://www.citybeat.com/news/experts-question-ethics-of-gov-mike-dewines-son-sitting-on-ohio-supreme-court-during-state-redistricting-case-12705080

