
 
 

To Promote Ethical Awareness, the Office Of Internal Audit & Ethics will be sending out a
quarterly newsletter. In this edition, we highlight Conflicts of Interest . 
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W H A T  I S  A  C O N F L I C T  O F  I N T E R E S T ?  
 

A  c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  a r i s e s  w h e n        
o u t s i d e  o r  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t s

a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ’ s
a b i l i t y  t o  m a k e  a n  i m p a r t i a l  d e c i s i o n .  

 Q U E S T I O N S  T O  A S K  Y O U R S E L F  W H E N  A D D R E S S I N G  C O N F L I C T S  O F
I N T E R E S T :

D o  y o u  h a v e  o u t s i d e  o r  p e r s o n a l  i n f l u e n c e s  t h a t  a f f e c t  a  t r a n s a c t i o n ?
 

 D o  y o u  h a v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  d i s c l o s e d ?  
 

D i d  y o u  u s e  P r o f e s s i o n a l  J u d g e m e n t  i n  d e c i d i n g  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  d e c i s i o n s  a n d / o r
d i s c u s s i o n s ?

 

W H E N  D E A L I N G  W I T H  C O N F L I C T S  O F  I N T E R E S T ,  I T ’ S  I M P O R T A N T  T O  K N O W
T H E  D I F F E R E N C E  B E T W E E N  A  P O T E N T I A L  C O N F L I C T  A N D  A N  A C T U A L

C O N F L I C T .  

                                                   
E X A M P L E :

   
A  T r i b a l  O f f i c i a l  o w n s  a  b u s i n e s s  a n d
w a n t s  h i s  o r  h e r  c o m p a n y  t o  b i d  o n  a

c o n t r a c t  w i t h  t h e  T r i b e ,  t h i s  i s  a
c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t .

 

P O T E N T I A L  C O N F L I C T  
 

T h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  T r i b a l  O f f i c i a l
o w n s  t h e  c o m p a n y  i s  a  p o t e n t i a l

c o n f l i c t .

A C T U A L  C O N F L I C T
 

 I f  t h e  T r i b a l  O f f i c i a l  c o n t r a c t s  w i t h
t h e  T r i b e ,  t h e n  t h a t  i s  a n  a c t u a l
c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  a n d  r e q u i r e s

a c t i o n .

T R A N S P A R E N C Y  I S  I M P O R T A N T  W H E N  D E A L I N G  W I T H  B O T H  A C T U A L  A N D
P O T E N T I A L  C O N F L I C T S  O F  I N T E R E S T .



 
"A true leader has the confidence to

stand alone, the courage to make tough
decisions, and the compassion to listen
to the needs of others. He does not set
out to be a leader, but becomes one by

the equality of his actions and the
integrity of his intent.

 
Douglas MacArthur

ETHICS IN THE NEWS

A  S y r a c u s e - a r e a  d e v e l o p m e n t  f i r m
w h o s e  e x e c u t i v e s  w e r e  s n a r e d  i n  a

s p r a w l i n g  f e d e r a l  c r i m i n a l  c a s e
i n v o l v i n g  G o v .  A n d r e w  M .  C u o m o ' s

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  f i g h t i n g  a n  a t t e m p t  b y
t h e  s t a t e ' s  J o i n t  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  P u b l i c

E t h i c s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  c o m p a n y ' s
a l l e g e d  f a i l u r e  t o  r e p o r t  i t s  l o b b y i n g

e f f o r t s  d u r i n g  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  c r i m i n a l
a c t i v i t y .

 
T i m e s  U n i o n

 

Good or Bad In Whose Eyes
 March 11 1:00-2:00

 
Conflicts of Interest

March 23 11:00-12:00
March 30 11:00-12:00

 
All events will be held via 

Microsoft Teams, RSVP to Attend

UPCOMINGUPCOMINGUPCOMING   

EVENTSEVENTSEVENTS

Syracuse firm embroiled in bid-rigging,
bribery case fighting state ethics probe
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(828) 359-7030
 

 (800)-455-9014
 

ebci-oia.com 
 

Contact Us

https://www.timesunion.com/hdn/hrlm/p/fastly_redirect.html?dm=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.timesunion.com%2Fnews%2Farticle%2FSyracuse-firm-embroiled-in-bid-rigging-bribery-15930220.php

